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Entered  according  to  Act  of  Congress,  in  the  year  1866,  by 
Dr.  J.  T.  WALSH, 
In  the  Clerk's  Office  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Southern  District  of  New  Yorlr. 


INTHODUOTIOlSr. 


In  offering  the  following  essay  to  the  Christian  brotherhood  and 
the  public,  we  desire  to  make  a  few  prefatory  remarks. 

The  principles  and  truths  which  it  sets  forth  are  amply  sustained 
by  tli^  Word  of  God,  and  we  trust  will  commend  themselves  to  the 
cordial  reception  of  all  who  love  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

We  use  the  term  providence  to  indicate  "the  care  and  superintend- 
ence which  God  exercises  over  his  creatures,"  This  is  both  general 
and  special ;  general,  with  reference  to  the  world  at  large  ;  special, 
with  reference  to  the  people  of  God. 

*' Y or  promotion  cometh  neither  from  the  east,  nor  from  the  west> 
nor  from  the  south.  But  God  is  the  judge  ;  he  putteth  down  one,  and 
setteth  up  another.'^  "  Surely  the  wrath  of  man  shall  praise  thee"  (0 
God),  ''the  remainder  of  wrath  shalt  thou  restrain."  But  he  will 
punish  wicked  nations  ;  "  For  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord  there  is  a  cup, 
and  the  wine  is  red  ;  it  is  full  of  mixture  ;  and  he  poureth  out  of  the 
same;  but  the  dregs  thereof,  all  the  wicked  of  the  earth  shall  wring 
them  out,  and  drink  them."     (Ps.  Ixxv.,  6-8.) 

The  Lord  would  not  permit  David  to  build  the  temple  because  he 
had  been  a  man  of  blood:  "  And  David  said  to  Solomon  :  My  son,  as 
for  me,  it  was  in  my  mind  to  build  an  house  unto  the  name  of  the 
Lord  my  God  ;  but  the  word  of  the  Lord  came  to  me,  saying :  Thou 
hast  shed  blood  abundantly,  and  hast  made  great  wars ;  thou  shalt  not 
build  an  house  unto  my  name,  because  thou  hast  shed  much  blood  upon 
the  earth  in  my  sight  J'     (1  Chron.  xxii.,  1,  8.) 

And  shall  Christians  imbrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  their  fellow- 
men,  and  still  constitute  a  part  of  that  temple  which  is  filled  by  the 
Spirit  of  Christ?  Shall  they  bow  down  before  the  throne  of  grace, 
and  utter  a  prayer  to  the  God  of  heaven  in  behalf  of  those  whose 
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blood  tliey  are  seeking  to  shed  like  water  ?  Is  it  in  accordance  with 
the  Spirit  of  Christ  to  send  up  a  petition  to  God  in  behalf  of  him  to 
whose  heart  you  have  just  sent  a  bullet  speeding  on  its  way  ?  We 
leave  these  questions  to  be  answered  by  each  one  for  himself. 

But  we  shall  doubtless  be  asked :  Do  you  not  believe  that  God,  in 
his  providence,  has  something  to  do  with  war  ?  Certainly  we  do. 
But  the  "  wicked  are  the  Lord's  sword."  And  when  it  is  his  will,  for 
the  accomplishment  of  some  wise  purpose,  that  nations  should  go  to 
war,  there  are  thousands  who  love  to  fight,  and  who  are  ever  ready  to 
engage  in  mortal  combat  for  the  glory  and  honor  of  victory,  without 
knowing  or  caring  that  God  is  using  them  for  his  own  purposes,  as 
he  did  Cyrus.     (See  Ps.  xvii.,  13.) 

There  is  no  necessity  for  Christians  to  volunteer  to  fight  the  battles 
of  earthly  kingdoms.     The  weapons  of  their  warfare  are  not  carnal. 

And  the  history  of  the  world  shows  that  war  and  revolution  will 
make  up  much  the  larger  portion  of  the  history  of  the  kingdoms  and 
nations  of  this  earth.  Some  of  them  may  stand  for  centuries,  and  by 
their  splendor,  wealth,  and  power  command  the  admiration  of  the 
world  ;  but,  as  certain  as  God  rules,  they  will  finally  crumble  to 
pieces,  and  go  down  amid  the  storms  of  human  passion  and  human 
folly.  If,  therefore.  Christians  would  not  involve  themselves  in  these 
calamities,  and  expose  themselves  to  all  the  evil  consequences  grow- 
ing out  of  revolutions,  and  counter-revolutions,  let  them  plant  their 
feet  firmly  on  the  basis  of  primitive  Christianity,  and  put-  their  trust 
in  that  God,  who  "  maketh  wars  to  cease  unto  the  end  of  the  earth  ; 
he  breaketh  the  bow,  and  cutteth  the  spear  in  sunder  ;  he  burneth 
the  chariot  in  the  fire."     (Ps.  xlvi.,  9.) 

J.  T.  WALSH. 


Baltimore,  Md.,  February  15,  1866* 
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Section  I. 
GOD  OVERRULES  THE  NATIONS. 

This  is  a  subject  of  much  importance  to  all  classes  of  society, 
the  rulers  and  the  ruled,  the  governors  and  the  governed,  kings 
and  their  subjects  ;  and  particularly  is  it  important  to  Christians. 
It  is,  or  should  be,  a  part  of  their  faith,  that  "  God  rules  in  heaven 
and  among  the  children  of  men."  This  fact  understood,  and  this 
faith  firmly  rooted  in  the  heart,  will  exert  a  controlling  influence 
over  the  conduct  of  the  followers  of  the  Lord  the  Messiah.  We 
fear  the  importance  of  this  subject,  this  great  subject,  has  neither 
been  understood  nor  appreciated  by  the  followers  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ.  We  shall  therefore  be  at  some  pains  to  elaborate 
and  impress  it  upon  the  mind  and  heart  of  the  reader. 

The  proposition  to  be  sustained  is,  That,  while  men  rule,  God 
overrules  the  nations. 

So  palpably  true  is  our  proposition,  that  it  is  a  fact  that  God 
has  had  some  agency  in  fixing  the  boundaries  of  the  nations  of  the 
earth.  "  When  the  Most  High  divided  to  the  nations  their  inher- 
itance, when  he  separated  the  sons  of  Adam,  he  set  the  bounds  of 
the  people  according  to  the  (prospective)  number  of  the  children  of 
Israel.     (Deut.  xxxii.,  8.) 

And  Paul  seems  to  have  reference  to  this  declaration  of  Moses, 
when  he  says  to  the  Athenians  :  "  And  (God)  hath  made  of  one 
blood  all  nations  of  men  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth, 
and  hath  determined  the  times  before  appointed,  a}id  the  bounds  of 
their  habitation J^     (Acts  xvii.,  2G.) 

These  are  important  declarations,  and  clearly  indicate  the  over- 
ruling providence  of  God  in  fixing  the  boundaries  of  the  various 
nationalities  of  the  earth.  Nations  may  go  to  war,  and  fight  over 
the  lines  which  separate  them,  and  each  seek  to  extend  its  dominion, 
but  unless  God  in  his  wise  providence  wills  it,  their  expenditure  of 
treasure  and  blood  will  all  be  in  vain  ;  and  resorting  again  to 
diplomacy,  they  will  settle  down  within  their  ancient  boundaries. 
Indeed,  we  are  fully  assured  that  no  great  movement  takes  place 
among  the  nations  without  God's  supervision.  Kingdoms  and 
empires  do  not  rise,  culminate  in  glory  and  splendor,  and  then  go 
down  in  blood  and  carnage,  without  the  providential  supervision 
of  Him,  who  "  rides  upon  the  wind,  and  the  clouds  are  the  dast  of 
his  feet." 

This  truth  is  clearly  presented  in  the  following  testimonies  : 
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"  And  he  (God)  cliangetli  the  times  and  the  seasons  ;  he  removeth 
kings,  and  setteth  up  kings  ;  he  giveth  wisdom  unto  the  wise,  and 
knowledge  to  them  that  know  understanding ;  he  revealeth  the 
deep  and  secret  things  ;  he  kuoweth  what  is  in  the  darkness,  and 
the  light  dwelleth  with  him."     (Dan.  ii.,  21,  22.) 

In  Daniel's  interpretation  of  Nebuchadnezzar's  dream,  he  tells 
that  king  :  "  Thou,  0  King,  art  a  king  of  kings  ;  for  the  God  of 
heaven  hath  giveji  thee  a  kingdom,  power,  and  strength,  and  glory. 
And  wheresoever  the  children  of  men  dwell,  the  beasts  of  the  field 
and  the  fowls  of  heaven  hath  he  given  into  thine  hand,  and  hath 
made  thee  ruler  over  them  all^     (Yv.  37,  38.) 

Again :  in  the  fourth  chapter  of  Daniel,  we  have  the  interpreta- 
tion of  a  dream  which  concerned  Nebuchadnezzar  himself ;  and 
which  was  designed  to  teach  him,  and  all  otlier  rulers  and  people, 
a  highly  important  lesson.  The  king  was  to  be  driven  from  men,  a 
beast's  heart  was  to  be  given  to  him,  and  his  portion  was  to  be  with 
the  beasts  in  the  grass  of  the  earth,  till  seven  times  had  passed 
over  him.  And  Daniel  says  :  "  This  matter  is  by  the  decree  of  the 
watchers,  and  the  demand  by  the  word  of  the  holy  ones ;  to  the 
intent  that  the  LIVING  may  know  that  the  Most  High  7'uleth  in  the 
kingdom  of  men,  and  giveth  it  to  whomsoever  he  will,  and 
setteth  up  over  it  the  basest  of  men."     (Y.  17.) 

The  substance  of  this  declaration  is  repeated  five  times  in  the 
fourth  and  fifth  chapters  of  Daniel,  thus  giving  it  an  emphasis  and 
an  importance  which  rarely  attaches  to  any  one  truth.  "  This  is 
the  interpretation,  0  King  !  and  this  is  the  decree  of  the  Most 
High,  which  is  come  upon  my  lord  the  king  :  That  they  shall  drive 
thee  from  men,  and  thy  dwelling  shall  be  with  the  beasts  of  the 
field,  and  they  shall  make  thee  to  eat  grass  as  oxen,  and  they  shall 
wet  thee  with  the  dew  of  heaven,  and  seven  times  shall  pass  over 
thee,  till  thou  know  that  the  Most  High  ruleth  in  the  kingdom  of  men^ 
and  giveth  it  to  whomsoever  he  will.  And  whereas  they  commanded 
to  leave  the  stum.p  of  the  tree  roots  ;  thy  kingdom  shall  be  sure 
unto  thee,  after  that  thou  shalt  have  known  that  THE  heavens  DO 
rule."     (Yv.  24,  25,  26,  32,  35.) 

All  this  came  upon  Nebuchadnezzar  ;  and  after  he  was  restored 
to  his  throne  and  kingdom,  he  uttered  the  following  words  :  "All 
the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  reputed  (by  God)  as  nothing  ;  and 
he  doeth  according  to  his  own  will  in  the  army  of  heaven,  and 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  ;  and  none  can  stay  his  hand,  or 
say  unto  him,  What  DOEST  thou?"  Nebuchadnezzar  had  been 
"deposed  from  his  kingly  throne,"  and  "  his  glory"  departed 
"from  him"  "  till  he  knew  tliat  the  Most  High  God  ruled  in  the 
kingdom  of  men,  and  that  he  appointeth  over  it  whomsoever  he 
will." 

These  declarations  are  of  universal  application  ;  they  apply  to 
all  nations  in  all  the  past,  present,  and  future !  There  is  positively 
no  limitation  or  discrimination  ;  all  nations,  kingdoms,  and  em- 
pires, as  well  as  republics,  are  embraced.    God  overrules  all  I 
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This  truth  was  still  further  illustrated,  at  a  subsequent  period, 
in  the  reign  of  Belshazzar.  Indeed,  this  great  truth  was  written 
by  the  fingers  of  an  angel  on  the  walls  of  the  king's  palace  ;  and 
although  he  could  not  read  the  handwriting,  the  very  sight  of  it 
made  his  knees  smite  togetlier  !  "  In  that  same  hour,"  while  the 
king,  his  princes,  his  wives,  and  his  concubines  were  drinking  wine 
in  the  holy  vessels  of  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  and  praised  the 
gods  of  gold,  of  silver,  of  brass,  of  iron,  of  wood,  and  of  stone  ; 
"  in  that  same  hour  came  forth  fingers  of  a  man's  hand,  and  wrote 
over  against  the  candlestick  upon  the  plaster  of  the  wall  of  the 
king's  palace  ;  and  the  king  saw  the  part  of  the  hand  that  wrote !" 
The  writing  was  just  where  the  light  from  the  candlestick  would 
fall  upon  it,  thus  rendering  the  hand  and  its  movements  on  the 
wall  distinctly  and  clearly  visible  to  the  king.  Fear  seized  upon 
him,  his  guilty  conscience  smote  him  ;  "  his  countenance  was 
changed,  and  his  thoughts  troubled  him,  so  that  the  joints  of  his 
loins  were  loosed,  and  his  knees  smote  one  against  another."  The 
wise  men  of  Babylon,  the  astrologers,  soothsayers,  and  Chaldeans, 
could  not  read  the  writing,  nor  show  the  interpretation  thereof ;  in 
consequence  of  which  Belshazzar  was  greatly  troubled,  and  his 
countenance  was  changed  in  him,  and  his  lords  were  astonished. 
Daniel  was  called,  and  under  the  inspiration  of  Him  who  caused 
the  writing  to  be  made,  read  the  ominous  words,  and  gave  the  in- 
terpretation. "And  this  is  the  writing  that  was  written,  Mene, 
Mene,  Tekel,  Upharsin.  This  is  the  interpretation  of  the  thing  ; 
Mene  ;  God  hath  numbered  thy  kingdom,  and  finished  it.  Tekel  : 
thou  art  weighed  in  the  balances,  and  art  found  wanting.  Uphar- 
sin or  Peres  ;  thy  kingdom  is  divided,  and  given  to  the  Medes  and 
Persians.'' 

Now,  if  the  question  be  raised.  Who  "  numhered^^  the  kingdom  of 
Belshazzar?  the  answer  may  be  read  in  the  handwriting  on  the  wall : 
"  God  hath  numbered  thy  kingdom,^'  and  GoD  hath  "  finished  it." 
Who  weighed  Belshazzar  in  the  balance  ?  God  weighed  him,  and 
found  him  wanting.  Who  divided  his  kingdom?  God  divided  his 
kingdom,  and  gave  it  to  the  Medes  and  Persians.  It  was  all  the 
work  of  God  I  And  yet  human  instrumentalities  were  employed, 
in  order  to  the  accomplishment  of  his  purpose.  "  Thus  saith  the 
Lord  to  his  anointed,  to  Cyrus,  whose  right  hand  I  have  holden 
TO  subdue  nations  before  him;  and  I  will  loose  the  loins  of 
kings,  to  open  before  him  the  two-leaved  gates,  and  the  gates 
shall  not  be  shut."  (Isaiah  xlv.)  God  raised  up  Cyrus  for  his 
own  providential  purposes  ;  and  he  was  the  instrument  he  used  in 
the  punishment  of  Babylon.  The  wicked  are  God's  sword  ;  and 
while  they  seemingly  carry  out  their  own  designs,  God  holds  in 
his  hand  all  their  power,  and  directs  and  overrules  all  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  his  own  purposes,  and  the  advancement  of  his 
own  glory.  Hence  he  raised  up  Cyrus  to  "  subdue  nations"  for 
their  idolatry,  and  to  punish  them  for  their  sins.  God  rules  the 
nations  ;  he  is  their  Supreme  Governor  ;  and  while  the  machinery 
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of  human  governments  seem  to  be  moved  and  directed  by  man,  God 
rules,  overrules,  restrains,  and  directs  ;  and  often  evolves  order 
out  of  chaos,  light  out  of  darkness,  and  good  out  of  evil.  His 
providence  is  often  dark  to  human  vision  ;  but  those  who  trust 
in  him,  and  wait  patiently  for  him,  soon  learn  that  he  is  his  own 
interpreter,  and  will  make  all  plain  ;  so  plain,  indeed,  that  he  that 
runs  may  read. 

Before  dismissing  the  testimony  of  the  prophet  Daniel,  we  will 
refer  to  a  point  in  God's  providence  over  the  nations  which  seems 
to  be  indicated  by  certain  expressions  to  be  found  therein.  Daniel 
says  of  Nebuchadnezzar :  "  This  matter  is  by  the  decree  of  the 
WATCHERS,  and  the  demandhy  the  word  of  the  holy  ones."  Now, 
who  are  these  watchers  and  holy  ones  ?  Are  they  not  the  angels 
whom  God  employs  in  the  administration  of  the  affairs  of  his  uni- 
versal kingdom  ?  There  is  no  doubt  but  angels  have  figured,  and 
do  still  figure,  conspicuously  in  the  affairs  of  this  world.  God's 
providence  is  conducted  through  angelic  instrumentalities.  An 
angel  was  concerned  in  the  destruction  of  Sodom  and  Gomorrah. 
An  angel  slew  the  first-born  of  Egypt.  An  angel  slew,  in  one 
night,  eighty  thousand  Assyrians.  And  angels  figure  conspicu- 
ously in  all  the  great  movements  recorded  in  the  Bible. 

Now,  in  the  tenth  and  eleventh  chapters  of  this  prophecy,  the 
angel  who  revealed  to  Daniel  the  wonderful  things  recorded  by 
him  makes  the  following  remarks  :  "  Fear  not,  Daniel  ;  for  from 
the  first  day  that  thou  didst  set  thine  heart  to  understand,  and  to 
chasten  thyself  before  thy  God,  thy  words  were  heard,  and  I  am 
come  for  thy  words.  But  the  prince  of  the  kingdom  of  Persia  with- 
stood me  one  and  twenty  days  ;  hut  lo,  Michael,  one  of  the  chief 
princes,  came  to  help  me  ;  and  I  remained  there  with  the  kings  of  Per- 
sia. Now  I  am  come  to  make  thee  understand  what  shall  befall 
thy  people  (Israel)  in  the  latter  days;  for  yet  the  vision  is  for 
•many  days."  (x.,  12,  13,  14.)  Again,  at  the  20th  verse  :  ''Then 
said  he,  Knowest  thou  wherefore  I  come  unto  thee?  And  now 
will  I  return  to  FIGHT  with  the  prince  of  Persia ;  and  when  1  am 
goneforth,  lo,  the  prince  of  Grecia  shall  come.  But  I  will  show  thee 
that  which  is  noted  in  the  Scripture  of  truth  ;  and  there  is  none  that 
holdeth  with  me  in  these  things,  hut  Michael,  your  prince.  Also,  /, 
in  the  first  year  of  Darius  the  Mede,  even  I,  stood  to  confirm  and  to 
strengthen  him."     (xi.,  1.) 

These  are  remarkable  revelations,  and  if  properly  understood, 
may  throw  a  flood  of  light  upon  God's  general  providence.  We 
deduce  the  following  conclusions  from  the  above  testimony  : 

1.  The  watchers  referred  to  previously  are  angels,  who,  in  the 
providence  of  God,  watch  over  kingdoms  and  empires. 

2.  That,  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  they  sometimes  come 
in  conflict  with  evil  angels  or  spirits,  who,  like  Satan  of  old,  are 
still  seeking  to  subvert  the  purpose  and  providence  of  the  Most 
High. 

The  angel  Gabriel,  it  would  seem,  is  the  one  who  addresses  him- 


THE   CIVIL  OBLIGATIONS  OP   CHRISTIANS.  9 

self  to  Daniel  ;  and  he  speaks  of  "  the  prince  of  the  kingdom  of 
Persia,"  and  says  he  "  withstood  me  one  and  twenty  days."  He 
then  introduces  "  Michael,  one  of  the  chief  princes,"  who,  he  says, 
"  came  to  help  me  ;  and  I  remained  there  with  the  kings  of  Persia." 
Again,  he  says :  "  Now  will  I  return  to  Jlght  with  the  prince  of 
Persia  ;  and  when  I  am  gone  forth,  lo,  the  prince  of  Grecia  shall 
come." 

From  the  above,  it  would  appear  that  the  princes  of  Persia  and 
Grecia,  here  spoken  of,  were  evil  aiigels,  who  occupied  an  antag- 
onistic position  with  reference  to  Gabriel  and  Michael,  two  of  the 
"  chief  princes,"  or  archangels  of  God.  Michael  appears  to  be  the 
angel  who  has  in  charge  the  affairs  of  the  Jewish  people  ;  and 
hence  Gabriel  says  to  Daniel :  "  There  is  none  that  holdeth  with  me 
in  these  things,  hut  Michael,  your  prince^  And,  furthermore,  near 
the  close  of  this  great  vision  and  prophecy,  Gabriel  says  :  "  And 
at  that  time  shall  Michael  stand  up,  the  great  prince  which  standeth 
for  the  children  of  thy  people  ;  and  there  shall  be  a  time  of  trouble 
(to  the  Gentiles),  such  as  never  was  since  there  was  a  nation  even 
to  that  same  time  ;  and  at  that  time  thy  people  shall  be  deliv- 
ered, every  one  that  shall  be  found  written  in  the  book."  (Dan. 
xii.,  1.) 

We  conclude,  therefore,  that  there  are  angels,  good  and  evil, 
who  concern  themselves  with  the  affairs  of  men  :  the  good  sent  by 
God  on  missions  of  mercy  and  justice,  dispensing  mercy  to  the 
penitent  and  humble,  and  inflicting  fearful  judgments  upon  the 
proud  and  disobedient ;  the  evil,  ever  bent  on  mischief,  and  seek- 
ing not  only  the  ruin  of  men,  but  the  subversion  of  the  authority 
of  God. 

How  appropriate  and  forcible,  with  this  view  of  the  subject,  do 
the  words  of  the  apostle  appear  :  "  For  we  wrestle  not  against 
flesh  and  blood  (only),  but  against  principalities,  against  powers, 
against  the  rulers  of  the  darkness  of  this  world,  against  spiritual 
wickedness  (or  wicked  spirits)  in  high  places." 

What  a  fearful  contest  is  here  presented  !  On  one  hand,  God 
and  good  angels,  and  all  the  good  on  earth,  are  arrayed  ;  on  the 
other,  Satan,  his  angels,  demons,  and  all  the  wicked  among  men. 
The  contest  has  already  been  long  and  fearful.  Thousands  and 
thousands  have  gone  down  to  death  and  ruin  in  the  struggle  ;  and 
many  thousands  more  have  sealed  with  their  blood  the  sacred 
cause  in  which  they  were  engaged,  and  have  gone  to  rest.  This 
contest  may  wax  warmer,  and  become  fiercer  and  fiercer  ;  but  the 
final  result  is  certain.  Victory  will  crown  the  efforts  of  the  faith- 
ful, for  "  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth  P^ 

Section  II. 

THE  LORDSHIP  OF  CHRIST. 

As  a  second  proposition,  bearing  upon  our  general  subject,  we 
nvite  attention  to  the  Lordship  of  Jesus  Christ,    This  is  a  theme 
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well  calculated  to  fill  the  Christian  heart  with  joy  and  admiration. 
For  Jesus  is  their  elder  brother,  the  first  or  highest — and  only  be- 
gotten Son  of  God,  the  first-born  from  among  the  dead,  and  the 
Prince  of  the  kings  of  the  earth  !  He  is  the  divinely  constituted 
Monarch  of  the  universe  !  Bone  of  our  bone,  and  flesh  of  our  flesh, 
in  his  glorified  and  immortal  body,  he  has  ascended  to  the  highest 
heavens,  and  sits  enthroned  as  "  King  of  kings  and  Lord  of  lords." 
In  his  incarnation  it  was  God  on  earth  ;  in  his  exaltation  it  is 
humanity  on  the  throne  of  the  universe! 

After  he  arose  from  the  dead,  he  appeared  to  his  apostles,  and 
asserted  his  high  claims  to  pre-eminence  and  lordship  in  the  fol- 
lowing words  ;  "  All  power  is  given  unto  me  in  heaven  and  in  earthJ^ 
(Matthew  xxviii.,  18.)  He  does  not  merely  claim  power,  but  "  all 
power ;^^  not  all  power  in  heaven  only,  nor  in  earth  only;  but 
"  ALL  POWER  in  heaven  and  in  earth .'"  He  does  not  divide  his  su- 
preme authority  with  any  one.  He  is  alone,  and  without  qualifica- 
tion, possessed  of  all  power  ;  and  this  power  has  been  given  him  by 
his  Father,  the  Lord  God  Most  High,  whose  claims  to  rule  the 
nations  we  have  already  considered. 

God  "  raised  him  from  the  dead,  and  set  him  at  his  own  right 
hand  in  the  heavenly  places,  far  above  all  principality,  and  power,  and 
might,  and  dominion,  and  every  name  that  is  named,  not  only  in  this 
WORLD,  hut  also  in  that  which  is  TO  COME  ;  and  hath  put  all  things 
under  his  feet,  and  gave  him  to  be  the  head  over  all  things  to  the 
church,  which  is  his  body,  the  fullness  of  Him  that  filleth  all  in  all." 
(Eph.  1,  20-23.)  The  word  "  things ^^^  in  the  above  passage,  is  not 
in  the  original,  but  was  supplied  by  the  translators  as  necessary  to 
make  sense.  But  why  supply  things  ?  Persons,  and  not  things,  are 
referred  to ;  and,  with  this  supplement,  the  passage  rises  in  sig- 
nificance and  force  :  *'  And  hath  put  all  persons  under  his  feet,  and 
gave  him  to  be  the  head  over  all  persons  to  the  church,  which 
(church)  is  his  body,  and  he  (Christ)  is  the  fullness  of  him  that 
filleth  ALL  in  all." 

What  a  sublime  conception  does  the  apostle  here  present  I  God 
fills  all  in  all,  and  Jesus  Christ  is  his  fullness,  or  the  fullness  of 
Him  who  fills  all  in  all ! 

How  superlatively  august  does  Christ  appear,  in  the  light  of  the 
divine  testimony  !  Christ  sits  at  the  right  hand  of  Him  who  is  the 
source  of  all  power,  far  above,  not  only  above,  but  far  above  all 
principality,  ALL  power,  all  might,  all  dominion,  and  every  name 
that  is  named,  not  only  in  this  world,  but  also  in  that  which  is  to  come  ! 
How  the  apostle  piles  up  the  words,  pregnant  with  living  thoughts, 
in  describing  the  supreme  lordship  with  which  Christ  is  invested  ! 
He  admits  of  no  rivalry  either  in  the  church  or  the  universe !  And 
for  man  or  angel  to  deny  his  claims,  is  treason,  high  treason,  dam- 
nable treason,  against  the  God  of  heaven !  Christ,  as  the  Son  of 
God,  and  glorified  Son  of  man,  holds  the  reigns  of  government. 
The  kings  and  emperors  of  the  world  reign  by  his  permission  ;  and 
if  their  thrones,  kingdoms,  and  empires  do  not  yet  fall  to  pieces, 
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and  crumble  into  ruins,  it  is  because  of  his  long-suffering  and  for- 
bearance. 

Indeed,  as  the  Wisdom  or  Logos  of  God,  lie  asserts  :  "  Counsel 
is  mine,  and  sound  wisdom  ;  I  am  understanding  ;  I  have  strength. 
By  me  KINGS  REIGN,  and  princes  decree  justice.    By  me  princes  rule, 

AND  NOBLES,  even  ALL  THE  JUDGES  OP  THE  EARTH  !''  (PrOV.  viii., 

14-16.) 

Jesus  Christ  *'  is  the  image  of  the  invisible  God,  the  first-born 
of  every  creature.  For,  by  him  were  all  things  created,  that  are 
in  heaven  and  that  are  in  the  earth,  visible  and  invisible,  whether 
thrones,  or  dominions,  or  principalities,  or  powers  ;  all  things  were 
created  by  him,  and  for  him  ;  and  he  is  before  (or  above)  all  things, 
and  by  him  all  things  consist.  And  he  is  the  head  of  the  body, 
the  church  ;  who  [he]  is  the  beginning,  the  first-born  from  the  dead; 
that  in  all  things  he  might  have  the  pre-eminence.  For  it  pleased 
the  Father  that  in  him.  should  all  fullness  dwell."  (Col.  i.,  15-19.) 

He  that  created  all  things  has  the  right  to  govern  them  ;  and  as 
Christ  created  the  thrones,  principalities,  dominions,  and  powers 
in  heaven,  he  sits  enthroned  in  light,  majesty,  and  power,  far 
above  them.  This  being  true  of  heavenly  things,  with  how  much 
more  truth,  if  possible,  may  it  be  affirmed  of  things  earthly  !  All 
were  made  by  and  for  him  ;  he  is  above  them  all,  and  by  him  they 
consist.  When  he  wills  it,  the  heavens  will  tremble,  and  earthly 
kingdoms  pass  away. 

Of  him  it  is  said  :  "  And  let  all  the  angels  of  God  worship  him." 
Angels,  archangels,  and  all  the  hosts  of  heaven  bow  before  him. 
Man  alone  refuses  to  bow. 

There  is  another  passage  to  which  we  call  the  attention  of  the 
reader  :  "  Wherefore  God  also  hath  highly  exalted  him,  and  given 
him  a  7iame  which  is  above  every  name  ;  that  at  the  name  of  Jesus 
every  knee  should  bow,  of  persons  in  heaven,  and  persons  in  earth, 
and  persons  under  the  earth  ;  and  that  every  tongue  should  confess 
that  Jesus  Christ  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the  Father."  (Phil,  ii., 
9-11.) 

This  is  the  great  confession  which  the  whole  universe  will  yet 
have  to  make  ;  all  in  heaven,  on  earth,  and  under  the  earth  ;  all 
kings,  emperors,  presidents,  and  rulers  of  every  class  and  charac- 
ter ;  all,  without  exception,  will  have  to  make  this  grand  confession, 
— freely,  if  they  will ;  forcibly,  if  they  must. 

He  is  the  great  Lawgiver,  who  is  able  to  save  or  destroy.  He 
has  the  keys  of  heaven,  earth,  and  hell ;  and  this  vast  universe 
will  yet  acknowledge  that  he  is  Lord,  to  the  glory  of  God  the 
Father. 

Section  III. 

THE    RELATION    WHICH    CHRISTIANS    SUSTAIN    TO    CIVIL 

AUTHORITY. 

From  the  considerations  offered  in  the  two  preceding  sections 
we  are  now  prepared  to  advance  one  step  further,  and  inquire  into 
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the  relation  which  Christians  sustain  to  civil  authority.  And  in  doin» 
this,  we  wish  it  distinctly  understood  that  when  we  speak  of  Chris*- 
tians,  we  mean  real,  and  not  merely  nominal  Christians.  The  latter 
class  need  not  consider  themselves  addressed  at  all  in  these  pa,^es. 
Christians  are  citizens  of  a  kingdom  of  which  Christ  is  the  King. 
Their  first  and  highest  allegiance  is  due  to  him.  He  is  their  su- 
preme Ruler  and  Lawgiver.  They  are  citizens  of  a  kingdom  which, 
in  its  origin,  nature,  character,  and  laws,  is  not  of  this  world.  It 
is  in,  but  not  of,  the  world.  The  highest  authority  known  in  this 
universe  is  that  of  God  ;  and  his  claims  upon  his  intelligent 
creatures  are  paramount  to  all  others.  The  Christian  must  '*  be 
subject  to  Christ  in  everything." 

But,  while  they  are  citizens  of  a  kingdom  not  of  this  world,  they 
are  also  subjects  of  earthly  governments,  and  it  is  a  part  of  their 
duty,  as  Christians,  to  obey  all  laws  not  in  contravention  of  the  laws  of 
God. 

This  duty  or  obligation  is  clearly  taught  in  the  Word  of  God, 
and  we  now  proceed  to  adduce  the  proof:  "  Let  every  soul  be  sub- 
ject unto  the  higher  powers.  For  there  is  no  power  but  of  God  ; 
the  powers  that  be  are  ordained  of  God."     (Rom.  xiii.) 

We  have  already  seen  in  what  sense  these  powers  are  of  God. 
They  are  appointed  or  ordained,  in  the  providence  of  God,  for  a 
specific  purpose  ;  and  when  that  purpose  is  fully  accomplished, 
they  will  cease.  They  are  provisional  governments  which  God 
permits  for  wise  purposes,  and  which  will  terminate  when  *'  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ." 

We  desire  to  make  this  thought  emphatic  ;  to  impress  it  strongly 
on  the  mind  of  the  reader,  because  we  deem  it  highly  important. 
When  God  created  man  he  intended  to  rule  over  him  in  all  his 
generations ;  but  he  apostatized,  and  peopled  the  world  with  rebels 
like  himself.  In  after-ages  God  called  Abraham,  and  made  him 
the  father  of  a  great  and  mighty  nation,  to  which  he  gave  laws, 
and  over  which  he  designed  to  rule  ;  but  the  Israelites  desired  to 
be  like  other  nations,  and  asked  of  him  a  king  ;  so  God  "  gave 
them  a  king  in  his  anger,  and  took  him  away  in  his  wrath." 

But  we  have  digressed,  for  we  did  not  intend  to  argue  this  ques- 
tion now.  Perhaps  we  may  do  so  hereafter.  We  now  return  to 
our  quotation :  "  Whosoever,  therefore,  resisteth  the  power,  resist- 
eth  the  ordinance  of  God  ;  and  they  that  resist  shall  receive  to 
themselves  damnation.  For  rulers  are  not  a  terror  to  good  works, 
but  to  the  evil.  Wilt  thou,  tlien,  not  be  afraid  of  the  power  ?  Do 
that  which  is  good  and  thou  shalt  have  praise  of  the  same  ;  for  he 
is  the  minister  of  God  to  thee  for  good.  But  if  thou  do  that 
which  is  evil,  be  afraid  ;  for  he  beareth  not  the  sword  in  vain  ; 
,for  he  is  the  minister  of  God,  a  revenger  to  execute  wrath  upon 
him  that  doeth  evil.  Wherefore  you  must  needs  be  subject,  not 
only  for  wrath,  but  also  for  conscience  sake.  For,  for  this  cause 
pay  ye  tribute  also  ;  for  they  are  God's  ministers,  attending  con- 
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tiniially  upon  this  very  thing.  Render,  therefore,  to  all  tlieir  dues ; 
tribute  to  whom  tribute  is  due  ;  custom  to  whom  custom  ;  fear  to 
whom  fear  ;  honor  to  whom  honor." 

Earthly  rulers  and  legislators  are  responsible  to  God,  the  Su- 
preme Ruler,  for  the  laws  they  enact,  and  the  manner  in  which  they 
are  executed.  These  provisional  governments  are  providentially 
ordained  of  God  for  the  good  of  the  people,  and  not  for  the  glory 
and  emolument  of  their  rulers.  And,  while  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
people  to  be  obedient  to  the  laws,  it  is  equally  the  duty  of  all 
rulers,  legislators,  and  statesmen  to  enact  no  law  which  infringes 
upon  the  prerogative  of  the  Almighty  Lawgiver !  God  is  not  a 
tyrant ;  neither  does  he  approve  of  tyranny  among  earthly  rulers. 
He  will  hold  them  responsible  for  the  proper  exercise  of  those 
powers  with  which  he  has  providentially  invested  them.  The 
duty  of  Christians  with  reference  to  civil  rulers  is  clearly  set  forth 
by  the  apostle.  They  are  conscientiously  to  obey  the  laws ;  they 
are  to  pay  tribute  to  support  the  government ;  and  they  are  to 
render  to  all  their  dues ;  custom  to  whom  custom  ;  fear  to  whom 
fear  ;  and  honor  to  whom  honor  is  due.  Every  law  not  in  con- 
flict with  the  laws  of  God  must  be  obeyed.  This  is  clearly  the 
duty  of  every  Christian.  But  if  laws  are  enacted  which  render 
null  and  void  the  laws  of  God,  no  Christian  is  under  any  moral 
obligation  to  obey  them.  Better,  far  better,  incur  the  displeasure 
of  earthly  rulers,  and  suffer  whatever  penalty  they  may  inflict,  than 
to  incur  the  displeasure  of  him,  who,  "after  he  has  killed,  has 
power  to  destroy  both  soul  and  body  in  hell."  In  all  such  cases 
the  language  of  Peter  and  John  is  appropriate  :  "  Whether  it  he 
right  in  the  sight  of  God  to  hearken  unto  you  more  than  unto  God, 
judge  ye."     (Acts  iv.,  19.) 

This  position  is  still  further  strengthened  by  reference  to  the 
case  of  the  three  Hebrews,  Shadrach,  Meshach,  and  Abednego. 
These  men  were  saints  of  the  Most  High,  and  refused  to  worship 
the  image  of  gold  which  Nebuchadnezzar  set  up  in  the  plain  of 
Dura.  As  a  consequence,  they  were  sentenced  to  be  cast  into  the 
midst  of  a  burning  fiery  furnace.  The  answer  which  they  gave 
the  king  shows  at  once  their  abhorrence  of  idolatry,  and  their  fidel- 
ity to  God.  They  were  moral  heroes  I  "  0  Nebuchadnezzar,  we 
are  not  careful  to  answer  thee  in  this  matter.  If  it  be  so,  our  God 
whom  we  serve  is  able  to  deliver  us  from  the  burning  fiery  furnace, 
and  he  will  deliver  us  out  of  thine  hand,  0  King.  But  if  not,  be 
it  known  unto  thee,  0  King,  that  we  will  not  serve  thy  gods,  nor 
worship  the  golden  image  which  thou  hast  set  up."  The  case  of 
Daniel,  also,  in  refusing  to  obey  the  decree  of  Darius,  is  in  point. 
Now,"all  these  men  were  good  subjects,  and  true  to  the  reigning 
sovereign  ;  but  when  they  were  required  to  violate  the  laws  of  the 
Great  Sovereign  of  the  universe,  they  promptly  and  properly  re- 
fused. And  such  would  be  the  duty  of  every  Christian  under  simi- 
lar or  like  circumstances.  But  there  must  be,  in  all  such  cases,  an 
absolute  certainty  or  conviction  that  the  law  requires  something  to 
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be  done  wliicli  God  forbids.  For,  between  obeying  God  and  the 
civil  magistrate,  the  Christian  can  not  hesitate  to  choose.  God 
must  be  obeyed  at  all  hazards.  But,  so  long  as  the  civil  authority 
demand  nothing  which  God  has  interdicted,  obedience  is  the  duty 
of  every  Christian. 

This  duty  is  clearly  set  forth  by  the  apostle  Paul  in  his  letter 
to  Titus,  third  chapter  :  "  Put  them  in  mind  to  be  subject  to  prin- 
cipalities and  powers,  to  obey  magistrates,  to  be  ready  to  every 
good  work,  to  speak  evil  of  no  man,  to  be  no  brawlers,  but  gentle, 
showing  all  meekness  unto  all  men." 

Again  ;  the  language  of  the  apostle  Peter  teaches  the  same  obli- 
gation :  "  Submit  yourselves  to  every  ordinance  of  man  for  the  Lord's 
SAKE  ;  whether  it  be  to  the  king,  as  supreme  {chief  would  be  bet- 
ter), or  unto  governors,  as  unto  them  that  are  sent  by  him /or  the 
punishment  of  evil-doers,  and  for  the  praise  of  them  that  do  well.  For 
so  is  the  WILL  OF  GoD,  that  with  well-doing  ye  may  put  to  silence  the 
IGNORANCE  of  foolish  men  J  asfree^  and  not  using  liberty  for  a  cloak 
of  maliciousness^  but  as  the  servants  of  God.  Honor  all  men.  Love 
the  brotherhood.     Fear  GoD.     Honor  the  Jdng. 

Christians  Sivefree  in  the  highest  use  of  the  word.  Christ  has 
made  them  free,  and  hence  they  are  free  indeed  ;  but  they  are  not 
to  use  their  freedom  as  a  cloak  of  maliciousness.  They  must  so 
conduct  themselves  as  to  put  to  silence  the  ignorance  of  foolish 
.men.  They  are  commanded  to  speak  evil  of  no  man,  and  this  cer- 
tainly includes  the  rulers  of  the  people.  The  Christian's  duty  is 
plain ;  he  must  honor  all  men ;  love  the  brotherhood  ;  fear  God  ; 
and  honor  the  king. 

Thus  Christians  are  taught  to  be  loyal  to  the  governments  under 
which  they  live.  This  term,  loyal,  comes  from  the  Latin  word  lex^ 
law  ;  and  implies  fidelity  to  the  laws.  The  apostles  and  primitive 
Christians  were  loyal  to  the  Roman  government,  although  it  was 
pagan  in  character.  Christ  himself  was  loyal !  "  And  when  they 
were  come  to  Capernaum,  they  that  received  tribute  money  came 
to  Peter  and  said,  doth  not  your  Master  pay  tribute?  He  saith  : 
Yes.  And  when  he  was  come  into  the  house,  Jesus  prevented  (an- 
ticipated) him,  saying:  What  thinkest  thou,  Simon,  of  whom  do 
the  kings  of  the  earth  take  custom  or  tribute,  of  their  own  chil- 
dren, or  of  strangers  ?  Peter  saith  unto  him :  Of  strangers.  Je- 
sus saith  unto  him:  Then  are  the  children  free.  Notwithstanding, 
lest  we  should  offend  them,  go  thou  to  the  sea,  and  cast  an  hook,  and 
take  up  the  fish  that  first  cometh  up  ;  and  when  thou  hast  opened 
his  mouth,  thou  shalt  find  a  piece  of  money  ;  that  take,  and  give 
unto  them  for  me  and  thee."    (Matt,  xvii.,  24,  27.) 

Here  is  an  example  for  Christians,  and  that  example  set,  too,  by 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  the  Lord  of  life  and  glory  !  What  a  spec- 
tacle! The  Son  of  the  Highest  pays  tribute  to  the  emperor  of  pagan 
Rome  /  The  tax  collector  virtually  calls  upon  him  for  his  taxes  ; 
upon  him  who  is  so  poor  that  "  he  has  not  where  to  lay  his  head  ;" 
and  he  says  to  Peter,  who,  perhaps,  at  this  time,  was  well-nigh  as 
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poor  as  himself,  ''Lest  we  shall  offend  them,  go/' and  do  as  I  direct. 
He  did  not  wish  to  offend  the  Roman  authorities,  so  careful  was 
he  of  the  obligations  which  were  due  to  civil  power.  And,  if  we 
ree-ard  the  manner  in  which  he  procured  this  tribute  money  as 
miraculous,  it  is  the  only  miracle  he  ever  wrought  to  relieve  his  own 

necessities  I  «  i 

On  another  occasion  (Matt,  xxii.)  the  Pharisees  took  counsel 
how  they  might  entangle  him  in  his  talk  with  reference  to  his  loy- 
alty "They  sent  unto  him  their  disciples,  with  the  Herodians, 
cayino"  •  Master,  we  know  that  thou  art  true,  and  teachest  the  way 
of  God  in  truth  ;  neither  carest  thou  for  any  man  ;  for  thou  re- 
gardest  not  the  person  of  men.  Tell  us,  therefore.  What  thmkest 
thou?  Is  it  lawful  to  give  tribute  unto  Caesar  or  not?  )±o^ 
artful*  thev  were  in  their  hypocrisy.  They  thought  he  would  cer- 
tainly answer,  JVo  ;  pay  no  tribute  to  C^sar.  But  they  were  mis- 
taken: for,  though  a  Jew  and  a  king,  he  was  loyal  to^  the  gov- 
ernment under  which  he  was  born  and  lived.  "  He  perceived  their 
wickedness,  and  said  :  Why  tempt  ye  me,  ye  hypocrites?  bhow 
me  the  tribute  money.  And  they  brought  unto  him  a  penny.  And 
he  saith  unto  them  :  Whose  is  this  image  and  superscription  i 
They  say  unto  him,  Cesar's.  Then  saith  he  unto  them  :  Render 
therefore  unto  Ccesar  the  things  which  are  Ccesar  s,  and  unto  (^od  the 
thing's  that  are  God^sJ^  ,  ^,  ,  .  ^         i-i-i,^-« 

This  answer  confounded  them,  and  they  left  him,  and  went  their 
way.  We  conclude,  then,  that  we  have  established  the  position, 
that  Christians  owe  true  faith  to  civil  rulers,  and  that  it  is  their  duty 
to  be  true  and  loyal  to  all  laws  not  in  conflict  with  the  laws  of  ^od. 

But  there  is  another  obligation  to  which  we  wish  to  advert  be- 
fore closing  this  section.    Paul  says  :  "  I  exhort,  therefore,  that, 
first  of  all,  supplications,  prayers,  intercessions,  and  giving  ot 
thanks  be  made  for  all  men  ;  for  kings,  and  all  that  are  in  authority  ; 
that  we  may  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  life  in  all  godhness  and  honesty,^ 
For  this  is  2:ood  and  acceptable  in  the  sight  of  God  our  bavior,^ 
a  Tim  ii    1-3  )    We  presume  no  Christian  will  question  the  uni- 
versality or  perpetuity  of  this  duty.    It  certainly  can  not  be  neces- 
sary to  argue  the  question  with  any  who  profess  to  make  the  Word 
Of  God,  aSd  that  alone,  the  rule  of  their  faith  arid  practice.     Sup- 
plications, prayers,  intercessions,  and  giving  of  thanks  are  to  be 
made  for  kings  and  all  in  authority  ;  and  the  great  object  of  a 
this  is,  that  we.  Christians,  may  lead  a  quiet  and  peaceable  lifemM 
godliness  and  honesty.     We  must  pray  for  our  r^^e^s.;-^/ ^hy^ 
Ire  good,  we  must  thank  God  for  them  ;  if  they  are  ^/^^.  y^™* 
pray  for  them  ;  if  they  are  tyrannical,  we  must  P/^y/^^^^^,; ;; 
they  are  wicked  and  blasphemous,  we  must  pray  for  them     it  they 
are  cruel  and  bloodthirsty,  we  must  pray  for  them  ;  and  it  they 
maltreat,  persecute,  and  oppress  us,  we  must  still  pray  tor  them, 
That  we  may  lead  quiet  and  peaceable  lives  in  .all  godliness  and 
honestv.     This  is  good  and  acceptable  in  the  sight   of  God  our 
Savior!    This  must^nd  will  meet  the  approval  of  every  follower 
of  Christ  and.lover  of  good  order. 
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Section  IY. 
SHOULD   CHRISTIANS  FIGHT? 

"We  hold  that  it  is  incompatible  with  the  genius,  spirit,  and  charac- 
ter of  the  Gospel  for  Christians  to  take  up  arms* 

This  proposition,  no  doubt,  will  be  rejected  by  many  professing 
Christians  without  proper  consideration.  Many  will  and  doubt- 
less have  concluded  that  it  is  right  to  take  up  arms  in  a  good 
cause.  And  we  may  as  well  remark  at  the  outset,  that  if  it  be 
right  for  Christians  to  take  up  arms  and  fight  in  a  good  cause,  the 
better  the  cause  the. harder  and  more  desperately  they  ought  to 
fight !  This  is  certainly  good  logic.  If  it  be  lawful  for  Chris- 
tians to  fight  at  all  in  defense  of  any  cause,  it  is  certainly  right  for 
them  to  fight  in  a  good  cause  ;  and  if  in  a  good  cause,  then  in  the 
best  of  causes  !  Are  any  of  our  readers  prepared  for  this  ?  If 
they  are  not,  then  let  them  listen  to  us  while  we  present  the  proofs 
of  our  proposition. 

The  angel  who  announced  to  the  shepherds  the  birth  of  Christ, 
said  :  "  Fear  not  ;  for,  behold,  I  bring  you  good  tidings  of  great 
joy,  which  shall  be  to  all  peopled'  "  And  suddenly  there  was  with 
the  angel  a  multitude  of  the  heavenly  host  praising  God,  and 
saying  :  Glory  to  God  in  the  highest,  and  on  earth  peace,  good-will 
toward  men."  (Luke  ii.,  10-14.)  This  song,  sung  by  a  multitude 
of  angels  poised  in  mid  heaven — a  song  heard  by  men  on  earth 
and  angels  in  heaven,  announced  "  peace  on  earthj'^  and  "  good-will 
toward  men." 

But  if  the  followers  of  Him  whose  birth  they  announced  are  to 
appeal  to  the  temporal  sword,  take  up  arms,  and  engage  in  deadly 
strife  on  the  ensanguined  battle-field,  what  prospect  is  there  of 
peace  on  earth  ? 

But  listen  to  the  words  which  fell  from  the  lips  of  Isaiah,  all 
wrapt  up  in  prophetic  fire  :  "  And  it  shall  come  to  pass  in  the  last 
days,  that  the  mountain  of  the  Lord's  house  shall  be  established  in 
the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  shall  be  exalted  above  the  hills,  and 
all  nations  shall  flow  unto  it.  And  many  people  shall  go  and  say : 
Come  ye,  and  let  us  go  up  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the 
house  of  the  God  of  Jacob  ;  and  he  will  teach  us  of  his  ways,  and 
we  will  walk  in  his  paths  ;  for  out  of  Zion  shall  go  forth  the  law, 
and  the  word  of  the  Lord  from  Jerusalem.  And  he  (the  Messiah) 
shall  judge  among  the  nations,  and  shall  rebuke  many  people  ;  and 
they  shall  beat  their  swords  into  plowshares,  and  their  spears  into  prun- 
ing-hooks ;    nation  shall  not  lift  up  sword  against  nation, 

NEITHER    SHALL    THEY  LEARN  WAR  ANY    MORE."      (Isaiah  ii.  J    SCO 

also  Micah  iv.) 

Now  here  is  a  prediction  of  a  wide  range,  extending  from  the 
Day  of  Pentecost,  and  including  the  millennial  age.     And  we  put 
;tlie  question  upon  this  issue  :  There  are  many  who  believe  that 
the  coming  of  Christ  will  be  post-millennial ;  and  that  the  preach- 
ing of  the  Gospel  will  be  the  means  of  introducing  that  grand  era. 
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Now,  onr  view  of  the  matter  differs  from  this  ;  but  let  us  suppose 
this  position  to  be  correct ;  and  liow,  then,  will  this  glorious  age 
ever  dawn  upon  the  world,  while  Christians  are  taught  to  fight  ? 
Talk  about  converting  the  world,  and  of  introducing  an  era  of 
peace  and  good-will  among  men,  and  yet  teach  Christians  to  figlit 
and  war  !  Convert  the  worlds  and  let  it  he  filled  with  fighting  Chris- 
tians, and  we  opine  its  condition  would  be  little  bettered  ;  for  the 
history  of  the  world  proves  that  'professed  Christians  make  the 
hardest  fighters.  Besides,  the  position  that  Christians  may  take 
up  arms  is  incompatible  with  the  prediction  of  the  prophet.  The 
prophet  says  that  "  He  (Christ)  shall  judge  among  the  nations, 
and  shall  rebuke  many  people,  and  they  shall  beat  their  swords 
into  plowshares,  and  their  spears  into  prunincr-hooks  ;  nation  shall 

NOT  LIFT  UP  SWORD  AGAINST  NATION,  NEITHER  SHALL  THEY  LEARN 
WAR   ANY   MORE." 

But  if  it  be  proper  for  Christians  to  take  up  arms,  and  if  they 
engage  in  all  the  strife  of  war,  how  long  will  it  be  before  the  pre- 
diction of  the  prophet  is  fulfilled  ?  With  this  view  of  the  subject, 
we  see  no  prospect  of  its  ever  being  realized,  except  hy  the  sivord  ! 
And  if  the  millennium  is  to  be  brought  about  by  the  sword  in  the 
hands  of  Christians,  they  have  a  fearful  work  before  them  !  If  it 
is  to  be  done  with  the  sword  in  one  hand  and  the  Gospel  in  the 
other,  the  means  are  paradoxical.  But  the  truth  is,  that,  if  the 
nations  ever  beat  their  swords  into  plowshares  and  their  spears 
into  pruning-hooks.  Christians  must  set  them  the  example,  and 
beat  their  own  swords  into  plowshares,  and  their  spears  into  prun- 
ning-hooks,  and  learn  the  art  of  war  no  more  !  These  words  may 
fall  upon  the  ears  of  some  "  like  a  clap  of  thunder  from  a  cloud- 
less sky  ;"  but  they  are  words  of  truth  and  soberness  ?  Let  Chris- 
tians cultivate  the  arts  of  peace,  and  seek  to  diffuse  through*  the 
nations  those  principles  and  influences  which,  in  their  tendency, 
will  co-operate  in  bringing  about  the  period,  when  "  nation  shall 
not  lift  up  sword  against  nation  ;"  when  they  will  disband  all  their 
armies  ;  when  their  "  men-of-war "  will  be  converted  into  mer- 
chantmen ;  when  they  shall  beat  their  swords  into  plowshares 
and  their  spears  into  pruning-hooks,  and  when  the  art  of  war 
shall  no  longer  be  taught,  and  they  will,  in  part,  have  accom- 
plished their  mission. 

Listen,  again,  to  the  words  of  the  prophet :  "  For  unto  us  a  child 
is  born,  unto  us  a. son  is  given  ;  and  the  government  shall  be  upon 
his  shoulder  ;  and  his  name  shall  be  called  Wonderful,  Counselor, 
the  Mighty  God,  the  Father  of  the  everlasting  age,  the  Prince  of  Peace. 
Of  the  increase  of  his  government  and  peace  there  shall  be  no  end." 
(Isaiah  ix.,  6.)  His  kingdom  is  a  kingdom  of  peace.  Read,  again, 
the  eleventh  chapter,  where  God  says :  "  They  shall  not  hurt  nor 
destroy  in  all  w,y  holy  mountain  ;  for  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the 
knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea."    (v.  9.) 

"  Blessed  are  the  peace-makers,'^  said  Jesus  ;  "  for  they  shall  be 
called  the  children  of  God." 
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But  to  all  tilis,  perhaps,  it  will  be  objected  that  Christ  on  one 
occasion  directed  his  disciples  to  take  up  arms  :  "  But  now,  he  that 
hath  a  purse,  let  him  take  it,  and  likewise  his  scrip  ;  a7id  he  that 
hath  no  sword,  let  him  sell  his  garment,  and  buy  07ieJ'  "And  they 
said  :  Lord,  behold,  here  are  two  swords.  And  he  said  unto  them  : 
It  is  enough."     (Luke  xxii.,  36,  38.) 

And  does  this  justify  the  disciples  of  Christ  in  taking  up  arms? 
Two  swords  were  enough  ;  and  we  presume  one  would  have  answered 
the  purpose  our  Lord  had  in  view.  But  what  was  the  object  of 
Christ  in  this  matter?  We  affirm  that  it  was  for  the  'pur'pose  of 
teaching  the  very  lesson  we  are  now  advocating.  And  it  was  one  of  the 
last  things  he  taught  his  followers.  One  sword,  in  the  hands  of  such 
an  impetuous  man  as  Peter,  would  have  been  sufficient  for  our 
Lord's  purpose.  He  knew  what  use  would  be  made  of  that  sword  ; 
and  that  it  would  be  the  occasion  of  his  uttering  an  oracle  of  in- 
finite importance  to  his  disciples,  who,  no  doubt,  on  that  occasion, 
felt  stroDgly  disposed,  though  few  in  number,  to  take  up  arms  in 
his  defense.  Peter  smites  "  the  servant  of  the  high-priest,  and  cuts 
off  his  right  ear."  But  Jesus  quickly  repairs  the  injury.  "Suffer 
ye  thus  far.  And  he  touched  his  ear,  and  healed  him."  And  now 
comes  the  great  truth  which  the  Lord  intended,  by  all  these  cir- 
cumstances, to  impress  upon  his  people  :  "  Put  up  thy  sword  into  the 
sheath  ;  for  all  they  that  take  the  sword  shall  perish  with 

THE  SWORD." 

This,  we  repeat  with  all  emphasis,  is  the  great  truth  which  Jesus 
designed  to  teach,  when  he  directed  his  disciples  to  sell  a  garment, 
if  necessary,  to  procure  a  sword.  The  truth  to  be  taught  fully  jus- 
tified the  selling  a  garment  in  order  to  its  procurement. 

So  this  passage,  so  far  from  sustaining  the  position  that  Chris- 
tiang  may  fight,  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  strongest  proofs  against  it. 
And  then,  as  if  to  fix  this  great  truth  in  the  minds  of  his  disciples 
in  all  coming  time,  he  says  to  Pilate  :  "  My  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world  ;  if  my  kingdom  were  of  this  world,  then  would  my  servants 
fight,  that  I  should  not  be  delivered  to  the  Jews  ;  but  now  is  my 
kingdom  not  from  hence." 

Christ's  kingdom  is  not  of  this  world  ;  its  king,  its  constitution, 
its  laws,  and  its  ordinances,  are  all  divine.  Although  his  kingdom 
is  in  the  world,  it  is  not  of  the  world.  If  Christ's  kingdom  were 
of  the  world,  or  a  worldly  institution,  then  his  servants  would 
fight ;  they  would  appeal  to  arms  in  its  defense  ;  but  as  it  is  "  the 
kingdom  of  heaven,"  the  "  weapons  of  their  warfare  are  not  carnal^ 
but  mighty,  through  God,  to  the  pulling  down  of  strong-holds,"  or 
fortresses  ;  "  and  everything  that  exalteth  itself  against  the  knowl- 
edge of  God." 

^'All  that  take  the  sword  shall  perish  with  the  sword  J"*  There  is  no 
exception  to  the  rule.  It  is  a  divine  oracle,  uttered  by  "  the  Lord 
of  lords,  and  King  of  kings."  And  this  is  one  way  in  which  the 
power  of  the  nations  will  be  broken  down  ;  they  will  make  war 
upon  each  other  ;  and  kill  and  slaughter  each  other,  until  "  a  man 
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will  be  more  precious  than  fine  gold  ;  even  a  man  than  the  golden 
wedge  of  Ophir."     (Isaiah  xiii.,  12.) 

But  it  may  still  be  argued,  ^/ta^  it  is  rie(litfor  Christians  to  take  up 
arms  in  defense  of  such  a  government  as  ours. 

We  admit  that  our  government  is  the  best  in  the  world  ;  that 
God,  in  his  kind  providence,  has  cast  our  lot  in  pleasant  places  ; 
and  that  we  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  that  we  live  under 
such  a  wise  and  beneficent  government.  But  neither  God  nor  the 
government  demands  that  we  fight  for  it.  Ours  is  a  highly  civilized 
government ;  indeed,  it  is  nominally  a  Christian  government ;  and, 
as  such,  does  not  compel  any  one  to  fight  whose  religious  faith  is 
opposed  to  it.  True,  it  may  demand  that,  in  lieu  thereof,  you  pay 
tribute,  or  a  compensation  in  money  for  services  not  otherwise  ren- 
dered to  the  government,  and  there  is  nothing  objectionable  or 
unscriptural  in  this  ;  but  no  civilized  government  like  ours  will 
compel  any  one  to  take  up  arms  whose  religious  faith  forbids  it. 
But  if  Christians  were  justifiable  in  fighting  for  any  government  on 
earth,  they  would  be  in  fighting  for  such  a  government  as  that  of 
the  United  States.  Still  the  language  of  Christ  applies  here,  as 
well  as  elsewhere :  "All  that  take  the  sword  shall  perish  with  the 
sword."  *'  Heaven  and  earth  shall  pass  away,"  but  these  oracular 
utterances  of  Christ  will  remain  true  while  the  world  stands.  And 
if  Christians  would  not  be  identified  with  him  who  rides  the  "  red 
horse,"  and  to  whom  *'  power  was  given  to  take  peace  from  the 
earth,"  and  to  "  kill  one  another  ;"  and  to  whom  was  given  "  a  great 
sword,"  let  them  heed  the  admonitions  we  have  given.  They  belong 
to  the  ^'' white  horse '^  power;  and,  as  such,  their  mission  is  peace. 
And  now  "  let  him  that  hath  an  ear,  hear  what  the  Spirit  saith 
unto  the  churches,"  with  reference  to  this  highly  important  subject : 
"He  that  leadeth  into  captivity,  shall  go  into  captivity;  he  that  killeth 
with  the  sword  must  he  killed  with  the  sword.     Here  is  the  patience 

AND  FAITH  OF  THE  SAINTS."      (ReV.  xiU.,  10.) 

Surely  this  is  enough  to  satisfy  the  most  skeptical ;  and  here, 
for  the  present,  we  leave  this  subject. 

Section  Y. 

CONCLUSION. 

We  have  merely  presented  in  the  foregoing  pages  the  seeds  of 
thought.  The  subject  is  a  prolific  one,  and  deserves  mature  thought 
and  profound  consideration.  We  have  written  nothing  with  refer- 
ence to  the  past.  If  brethren  have  made  mistakes,  (and  who  has 
not?)  they  are  now  numbered  among  the  things  that  were.  We 
write  to  benefit  the  present  and  future  generations  of  Christians. 
We  have  no  criminations  nor  recriminations  for  any  one.  Our 
object  is  to  do  good  ;  to  put  all  the  people  of  God  in  the  high  road 
of  happiness  and  usefulness.  Let  us  all,  therefore,  with  true  peni- 
tence for  past  errors,  and  with  hearts  full  of  love  to  God  and  his 
truth,  go  forward  in  the  discharge  of  every  Christian  duty,  relying 


20  THE   CIVIL   OBLIGATIONS   OF   CHRISTIANS. 

upon  Him  who  rules  heaven  and  earth,  and  whose  word  is  pledged 
to  the  protection  of  his  people. 

We  have  already  remarked  that  the  governments  of  this  world 
are  pi'cvisional.  We  are  more  and  more  convinced  of  its  truth. 
They  have  a  purpose  in  the  providence  of  God,  and  when  that  pur- 
pose is  accomplished,  they  will  cease.  In  tlie  mean  time,  the  rulers 
of  the  nations  are  responsible  to  God  for  the  righteous  administra- 
tion of  human  affairs  ;  and  he  will  bring  them  to  a  strict  account. 
Nations  are  judged  and  punished  in  this  world,  but  individuals  in 
the  next.  The  "  little  stone,"  which  is  Christ,  will  yet  smite  the 
nations,  and  they  will  become  like  the  cliaff  of  the  summer  thresh- 
ing floor.  Every  nation  on  eartli,  just  like  the  human  body,  has 
within  it  the  elements  of  destruction.  And  like  Babylon,  Nineveh, 
and  all  those  ancient  cities,  kingdoms,  and  empires,  they  will  pass 
away.  The  kingdom  of  Christ  alone  will  stand.  We  are  citizens 
of  that  kingdom.  Lotus,  therefore,  glorify  God  in  soul,  body,  and 
spirit,  which  are  his.  And  let  us  remember  that  Pete?-  was  the  first 
to  draw  his  sword  ;  the  first  to  shed  human  blood  in  defense  of  Christ; 
and  the  first  to  deny  him. 

We  have  only  space  to  sum  up  this  whole  subject,  which  is  very 
far  from  being  exhausted  ;  and  to  add  a  few  thoughts  to  what  we 
have  already  written. 

1.  God  rules  and  overrules  the  nations  of  the  earth.  He  also  judges 
and  punishes  them  for  their  sins. 

2.  Jesus  Christ  has  been  constituted  the  Monarch  of  the  universe,  and 
will  reign  till  all  rule,  power,  and  authority  are  put  down,  and  will  then 
surrender  all  to  the  Father,  that  God  may  be  all  in  all. 

3.  The  government  of  the  world  was  designed  by  the  Creator  to  be 
THEOCRATIC  ;  but.  after  the  Fall,  he  allowed  the  nations  to  organize 
PROYisiONAL  governments,  which,  in  his  providence,  were  desigiied  to 
protect  the  right  and  to  punish  the  wrong  ;  and  that  he  has  given  to 
the  nations  the  basis  of  civil  and  criminal  law  in  the  Mosaic  Code  ; 
and  that  this  code,  in  fact,  is  the  foundation  of  every  highly  civilized 
government  in  the  world.  And  that,  as  the  Mosaic  economy  was 
typical  of  Christianity,  and  passed  away  at  the  first  advent  of 
Christ  ;  so  will  the  provisional  governments  of  the  world  pass 
away  at  the  second  advent  of  Christ ;  and  the  government  of  the 
world  will  then  be  Christocratic. 

4.  That  Christians  are  citizens  of  the  kingdom  of  heaven,  and 
owe  supreme  allegiance  to  the  King  eternal  and  immortal ;  and 
that  they  are  bound  by  every  consideration  to  obey  his  laws  ;  they 
must  be  subject  to  him  in  every  thing. 

5.  Christians  are  also  citizen-subjects  of  earthly  civil  govern- 
ments, and  as  such  it  is  their  duty  to  be  loval,  true,  and  faithful  to 
any  and  every  government  under  which  they  may  live,  whether 
pagan,  half-civilized,  civilized.  Christianized,  or  nominally  Chris- 
tian ;  and  to  obey  all  laws  not  incompatible  with  their  obedience 
to  the  laws  of  God,  as  revealed  in  the  Gospel  of  his  grace. 

6.  That  it  is  contrary  to  the  nature  and  spirit  of  the  Gospel  for 
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Christians  to  take  up  arms,  or  to  appeal  to  the  sword  for  the  redress 
of  any  wrongs,  real  or  imaginary.  But  they  can,  as  Paul  did,  ap- 
peal to  the  civil  power ;  they  can  petition,  remonstrate,  and  pray 
for  redress  of  injuries,  but  fight,  never;  for  ^^  vengeance  is  mine, 
and  I  ivill  repay,  saith  the  LordJ^ 

7.  That  the  religion  of  Christ  is  not  sectional,  not  even  national, 
but  cosmopolitan  ;  and  that  Christ,  his  apostles,  and  the  primitive 
Christians,  were  not  sectionalists  ;  they  took  no  part  in  party  strife 
of  a  political  character  ;  and  that  the  safety  and  happiness,  as  well 
as  usefulness,  of  Christians,  now  demand  the  same  course. 

8.  And,  finally,  that,  in  making  these  utterances  we  have  been 
influenced  by  no  other  motive  than  to  enlighten  the  brethren  on  a 
great  and  important  subject.  That  we  have  not  written  a  word 
with  a  view  of  criminating  any  one,  whose  conduct  in  the  past  waa 
different ;  but  to  put  all  the  brethren  on  the  broad  basis  of  that 
book  which  they  acknowledge  to  be  the  constitution  of  the  world  / 
and  by  which  that  world  is  to  be  judged. 
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